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Hello and welcome. In this worksheet we will explore how artists have 
created masterpieces (a piece of work that many people admire) in 
unusual ways. Some artists have taken everyday objects such as a bed, a 
teacup and a bicycle wheel and have done just this, a theme we will be 
exploring in this worksheet.  

 

Artist Example 1 – Duchamp 
 
Name of Artist: Marcel Duchamp 
Name of Work: The Ready Made 
 
Marcel Duchamp was a French-American artist who found beauty in everyday objects. 
Although it sounds like a simple idea, not many artists at the time were doing anything 
similar and so people praised his work as original and exciting.  These are some of his pieces 
which he made from around 1913 – 1917: 
 
The Bicycle Wheel   The Shovel     The Sculpture’s Wife 

 
Seeing everyday objects used in art was a new idea for many people. His work made many 
people realise that objects we usually find boring or ugly could be seen as beautiful or 
interesting when used in a creative way. 
 
Marcel Duchamp’s work encouraged other artists to find their own path with similar 
expressions such as painting on everyday objects, adapting everyday objects into pieces of 
art and to see beauty in items that would otherwise be thrown away; like food, clothes, 
plastic and other recyclable materials.  
 
QUESTIONS: What do you think? Do you find these pieces of art interesting or pleasing to 
look at?  
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Activity 1 
Find two other artists (within the last 50 years or so) who have used objects in their art. 
Write them here or on another piece of paper: 
1 
2 
 
However, not everyone liked Marcel Duchamp’s work and he was considered a bit of a 
troublemaker. He wanted the viewer to question everything that they considered pleasing 
to the eye, which forced many people to change their opinions about what counted as art.  
 
Nevertheless, Marcel Duchamp’s “ready-made” as he called it, had a big influence on other 
artists for years to come.  
 
Activity 2 
Using your art book or a piece of paper or the space below, think of two random objects 
and draw them together, it could be anything, let your imagination run wild! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artist Example 2 - Oppenheim 
 
Name of Artist: Meret Oppenheim 
Name of Work: The Fur Teacup 
 
20 years after Marcel Duchamp tried to shock people with The Bicycle Wheel, Meret 
Oppenheim was about to do the same, with a teacup. In 1936 Meret Oppenheim was a 
young art student who had already impressed other famous artists. 
 
In Meret Oppenheim’s earlier works, she had 
made fur covered jewellery to sell. In 1936, after 
finishing lunch with Pablo Picasso, Meret 
Oppenheim went to her studio and created The 
Fur Teacup, as it was said at lunch that “anything 
could be covered in fur”. 
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The teacup was created while the idea of surrealism was becoming popular amongst artists. 
Surrealist art usually features things that you wouldn’t expect to see together – things which 
are a bit weird – like a fur teacup or sunflowers bigger than your bedroom or a phone made 
of lobsters. Artists who made work in the surrealist style often liked to challenge our views 
of art.  Here are some other examples of surrelist work: 
 

The Metronome with an Eye     The Iron With Nails 

 
 
These pieces of art were created to shock and make people feel uncomfortable. They 
became objects to be looked at, wondered about, and made people think about these 
objects in new ways instead of just seeing them as items to be used.  
 
QUESTION: Do you like these pieces of art? Why? 
 
 
 
Activity 3 
In the boxes below, list the first three words that you think of to describe both the Teacup 
and The Fur Teacup. There are no right or wrong answers here, everyone will feel 
differently about what they see. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacup 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

Fur Teacup 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
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Meret Oppenheim’s Fur Teacup was viewed as threatening, repulsive and a woman even 
fainted at the sight of it! 
 
The creation of The Fur Teacup was viewed by many as the perfect piece of surrealist art. 
Meret Oppenheim, however, claimed that she never meant to create a surrealist object - it 
was just lucky that she made it at the same time as surrealism was taking off.   
 
QUESTION: Can you come up with your own idea for a surreal piece of art? You can 
describe it, or draw it below or on a new piece of paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artist Example 3 – Rauschenberg 
 
Name of Artist: Robert Rauschenberg 
Name of Work: Bed 
 

 
Robert Rauschenberg was an artist who, in 1955, simply took 
his bed, painted on it and mounted it on the wall, naming 
the piece Bed. The fact that it was on the wall gave him 
reason to call it art.  
 
People who viewed this piece of work didn’t know what to 
make of it. Was it a painting? Was it a sculpture? Was it 
something entirely new?  
 
He ended up calling it a Combine. By this he meant that it 
was a combination of both Sculpture and Painting. Robert 
Rauschenberg said he created his piece because he couldn’t 
afford any canvas or paper to paint on, so he decided to 
paint on his bed instead. 
 
He carried on doing this and painted on anything he could 
find, which included quilts, pillows, new papers, rubbish and 
old pictures. 
 
He helped art to be more than just painting on canvas - now 
it could be anything, even a bed on a wall…. 
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QUESTIONS: Would you visit Robert Rauschenberg’s bed if it was displayed in a gallery? 
Why? 
 
 
 
Bicycle wheel, fur teacup, painted bed – all of these pieces of work are examples of how 
artists throughout recent history have transformed everyday objects into art. 
 
Activity 4 
If you could draw on your bed, what would you do?  
Use the drawing of the bed below to design your very own! 
 
 


